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After this, the Apostle proceeds, in the latter part of the Epistle, (1 Cor.) to lay down the constitution of the Church in terms so strong, and so demonstrative of its oneness or unity, that all apology even for their imperfect schism is destroyed at once, while the Apostle's principles apply a fortiori to future dissensions of a more absolute form. But this was not the only case in which the Apostle Paul, under the guidance*of the HOLY GHOST, declared himself on the subjects of unity and schism. The Corinthian Church was not alone in its tendency to insubordination, for the craft and the subtilty both of men and of worse beings were to be apprehended " and guarded against in every portion of the church. Schism, like inflammation, is*a disease incident to all climates. The Apostles foresaw this, and accordingly threw into their epistles both preventives and antidotes. With them, unity was all-essential, not only for the outward peace of the Church, but for its spiritual health: and more than all, it was demanded by the sovereign authority of GOD HIMSELF. In writing, therefore, to the Romans, Paul says : " I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have received, and avoid them. For they that are such, serve not our LORD JESUS CHRIST, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches, deceive the hearts of the simple." (xvi. 17, 18.) He exhorts the Ephesians to " keep the unity of the spirit, in the bond of peace. For there is one Body (one Church) and one SPIRIT." They were not to be "tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;" but to come " in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the SON of GOD, unto a perfect man, (a Church perfect in all its parts, and undivided,) unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of CHRIST." With precisely the same views, and in much more vehement language, we find St. Peter, St. John, and St. Jude, warning the Christian Churches against the intrusion of schism and its teachers. And in the instructions to the clergy, as in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus, the preservation of unity is repeatedly insisted on, it being: charged on some who needed the admonition,